THE ROMANCE OF THE FIRST STOREY

The earliest individual reference we have in our Storey
sources is to a chap named Styr in the late Tenth/early

El eventh Centuri es.

Under Aethelred Il the Bishopric of Durham the spiritual home
of the cult of St Cuthbert, was in dire straits. Styr
"prevail ed upon the King to give Darlington to St Cuthbert
with sake and soke, and that he had hinsel f bought other
properties for the Saint, of which one at |east, was to be
subject to the Saint's courts of justice"(2)

This reference not only shows the great power and wealth of the man, but that on
his estates he held power of sake and soke, of jurisdiction in his ow right
over both higher and | esser justice, on many of his w despread estates.

W have assunmed himto be a descendant of an A d Norseman settled in Cunbria in
the previous centuries. And so he might be. | wote to you before that " |
believe that | night have discovered for nyself the storey of our greatest tenth
and el eventh century ancestor, that Styr whom | once knew only as a pious

benef actor to Durham Cathedral. Instead he was a mighty Norse warlord of

Strat hcl yde and Deira who served loyally the King of England and the Hi gh Reeve
and Earl -King of Bernicia, whose grandson took the sunder of Cunbria in the name
of Siward, Earl of Northunbria (Bernicia and Deira); whose daughter married
into the famly of the last English King of the North. Through the royal famly
of Bernicia came Henry the |I's Saxon bride Margaret or Maude.”

Early Eleventh Century England was a wild and turbul ent place. Many Powers vied
for the North. The old Kingdom of Northunberland was split by Viking attack and
steadfast English resistance into it's constituent halves of Bernicia (fromthe
Firth of Forth down to the Tees) and Deira (Yorkshire). The latter was occupied
by the Vikings in the 870's, but Bernicia remained English under the heirs of
its' ancient Royal family, the H gh Reeves, centred on their inpregnable Rock of
Banbur gh.

The Kings of Wssex, heirs of Alfred (died 899), slowy spread
their power North, conquering the Danelaw, and this

i ncorporating the ol der English Kingdons of the North now
ruled of the Danes and Norse. By 920 they had secured Engl and
to the line of the Mersey and Hunber. By 955 they were
securely in control of Deira with it's capital at York. The

i ndependent royal famly of Bernicia too swore allegiance to
the King of England, and the English King responded by
restoring the famly to the now subordi nate Earl dom of the
whol e of Northumbria. Their ties of kinship, |land, and
loyalties were to need strengthening in their greater Earldom

Then there was the newy resurgent Kingdom of Strathclyde, assertive now that
Nort hunmbri a was weakened with only Bernicia holding the English |ine against
they and the Scots, the traditional enem es of Northunbria.

In 1006 Earl Waltheof of Bernicia s son, Uhtred, a mghty warrior, destroyed the
Scots and enul ated the Maccabbees by decorating the walls of Banmburgh with their
heads (the wonen who prepared the heads for display received a cow each. Good
rates).

The Scots had been eying both their neighbours in the South. Strathclyde and
Nort hurmbria. Northunbria had for 400 years ruled Scotland to beyond Edi nburgh.
What ever their Celtic British adm xture, the people wer e English and spoke
English. Gradually the Scots, having nysteriously absorbed the Picts in the

PDF created with FinePrint pdfFactory trial version http://www.pdffactory.com



http://www.pdffactory.com

previous century, had infiltrated the | ands south of Edi nburgh, the Lothians.
Edgar, his attention el sewhere, gave his Earldom of Northunbria no aid, and even
tacitly accepted this slow annexation down to the nodern border of the Tweed.

O course, the people on both sides of the Tweed still spoke English, and were
one day to culturally dom nate the whole of Scotl and. The Borderers were one
and the same people, on both sides.

In 1006 Unhtred had halted this inevitable progress. But in 1018 at the Battle of
Carhamthe Scots and Strathclyde united in an invasion of Northunbria. The
Scots won title to all Lothian, and later that year the |ast King of
Strathclyde, Owain the Bald (the only salient fact by which he is remenbered !),
the Scot's ally at Carham died and the Scots annexed his Ki ngdom

By so doing the Scots gained a claimto nodern English Cunbria, the southern
hal f of Strathclyde. But loyalties were weak there. And all that mattered was
who held the ground. As the nanme inplies, the people were a mxture of
descendants of Romano Britons who called thensel ves Cunbrogi, or cives, citizens
(of Rone), with an adm xture of English and Norse settlers.

That woul d have opened up the English flank. Northunbria, unaided by it's
Sout hern overlords, had to act swiftly. Earl Siward of Northunbria annexed the
land up to Carlisle.

H s agent and ki nsman, Gospatric son of Uhtred and grand-son of Styr, was to act
for the Earl, guaranteeing a group of |andowners their property in "GCospatric's
Wit" . This docunent actually associates Gospatric with the | andowners, who
descri be thensel ves as "nmen who used to be Cunbrian (Cves/civitates)", dwelling
in the | and bounded by the Pennines, the mountains of the Lake District and the
Solway Firth. It is "exactly the sort of guarantee that woul d be sought by
persons who had experienced a recent change of overlordship" (2). Siward was
obvi ously buying off Gospatric's clainms to Northunbria with Cunbri a.
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And now Styr re-enters the Story. Earl Uhtred had succeeded his father Waltheof
the Elder as Earl of Bernicia, and as a great warrior was just what King
Aethelred Il the Unraed needed to hold the North agai nst the renewed ravages of
t he Danes under King Sweyn and his son Canute. He was pronoted to Earl of all
Nort hunmbria. And, as | said, needed all the ties he could in southern Deira.

In around 1004 he divorced his (first) w fe, the daughter of the Bishop of
Durham and nmarried the daughter of Styr.

What follows cones fromthe pen of an anonymous cleric who included it as an
aside. Wiat he was really witing was a formal claimto church | ands. But what
he says in that aside (3) raises a lot of questions for any interested

Story/ Storey/ Stori e.

Renenmber, Unhtred was not only an Earl, one of the half-dozen or so nost powerful
nmen in England, but also descended fromroyalty. Wo was Styr, who persuaded
himto divorce his wife and marry his daughter ?

Stor and Styr are synonynous and cognate in AOd English.

The text says that he is a "civis divitis". Most historians see that as neaning
he was a citizen of York, the only real city in the North. But it is inpossible
that a warrior noble like Uhtred would marry such, however wealthy and powerful.
O hers say that it was nerely a Latin honorific for a great nman. But | suggest
that there is a sinpler answer. He was a Cunbrian. Wio proudly took as their
name their title of long-ago, G tizens of Rome, who stood against the barbarian
hordes of Angles, Saxons, Scotti, and Pict. Cynbrogi. A Ctizen forsooth ! And
a menber of the North British Warrior Aristocracy.

Styr is recorded as having | ands as w despread as
Der byshire and Teesdale, in the South of

Strat hcl yde and the North of Deira bordering on
Bernicia. A village near York, Stearsby, bears his
nane. | believe that, unrecorded by our

Nor t hunmbri an annalist, he was also a magnate in
Cunbria, the land his Grandson Gospatric was to
annex under Earl Siward of Northunbria.

This is supported by the nane of his father, Uf.
Styr Ufson. W had supposed a Stor to be the
first of his clan to arrive in Cunbria. Perhaps his son used nerely the
personal nane U f rather than his father's nickname Stor ? Perhaps the

ni ckname/ byname reverted to his grandson who was al so ni ck-naned Stor/Styr
because of who he was, and it was he who was to make it on the International
stage by virtue of the wealth and power his forebears had gai ned ?.

O perhaps, nore sinply, our Stor/Styr of history was not nmerely the descendant
of a Stor, but The Stor hinself, the one fromwhomwe take our |ineage ?.

This Stor/Styr of recorded history was certainly a man great enough to be the
man who woul d gi ve his nane and protection to a Can. He would be able to "hire"
an Earl/King !
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Renenber that the MacDonal d's and so many nore Hi ghl and cl ans take their descent
from Sonerl ed Lord of The Isles, who |ived over two centuries |ater than our
recorded Styr. Two hundred years is a good lead in the breeding stakes !.
Through Styr Earl Uhtred gained a power -base to the South in Deira, and to the
West in Cunmbria. But as well as the advantages and the huge dowy he woul d have
gai ned, there was a catch

Styr demanded one extra condition for the marriage in c. 1004. That (3) "Uhtred
married Sige, the daughter of Styr, the son of Uf, a civis divitis, on
condition that he would slay his deadliest enemy, Thurbrand"

Thurbrand was a rival nmagnate with whom he was at feud

Styr hired one of the greatest nmen in England to act as his hitman !.

It is as if one were to hire a nodern Western European or North American Head of
State to knock off a quarrel some nei ghbour with whomone had a | and dispute !

As it so happened, affairs of State did get in Untred' s way, and he could not
give priority to his father-in-law s feud. Sweyn and Canute were ravagi ng

Engl and, and Unhtred was the commander of the English King Aethelred' s forces in
the North. Both Styr and Uhtred are recorded as being |oyal to King Aethelred,
and one woul d assunme that they fought together. Untred' s canpaigns took himfar
and wi de, and he was victorious. Thurbrand however backed Canute. He also knew
of the contract out on his life. By 1016 Aethelred was finished. H's son

Edmund Ironside fought Canute to a standstill, but soon died. Canute summoned
Untred to a parley. Unhtred had no choice. He travelled to a neeting-place, a
thegn's hall, with 40 conpani ons. They entered, unarned. Canute was not there.

Thurbrand was. H's arned nen attacked the unarnmed 41, and after a brief nelee
41 corpses lay on the rushes.

Thur brand was victorious. He had saved hinself and served King Canute wel |l by
killing a rival.

A bl oodf eud that was to Survive Angl o Saxon Engl and began. Al started by a
fellow called Styr. Wo could really stir it !

Earl Untred's son, Early Ealdred, was to kill Thurbrand. 1In 1038 Thurbrand's
son Carl was to kill Ealdred.

And Earl Waltheof, the last Earl of Northunbria of the ancient Bernician royal
line, who is said to have fought at Hastings with Harold Il agai nst the Northmen
led by WIliam The Bastard, who had subnitted to WIliamin 1066 at London
after Hastings, had risen against himfor a second tine with the Northern Earls
in 1069, had again been reconciled with WIIliamwho gave hi mhis daughter
Judith in marriage.

Free nowto |look to fam |y business, in 1072 Waltheof finally took a
bl oody revenge in the bl oodfeud that had begun al nbst 60 years

before. On hearing that Carl, all his sons and grandsons, and al
their famlies, were to enjoy a famly celebration in one Hall
Wl t heof organi sed a Commando |i ke assault, probably both by sea and
land, on the thegnly Hall. There his men killed every male
descendant of Thurbrand ( except for two, one a gentle soul, and the
ot her a nei ghbour of Waltheof's).

Wal t heof did not lead the attack in person. He had proved hinself
one of the bravest warriors in England. These nmen were beneath him

The King, WIlliamthe Bastard, |oved Waltheof. He respected himas an
honour abl e eneny though two wars, and as a friend. Wen his daughter Judith,

Wal theof's wife, came to himwi th whispers of Treason by her husband Wl t heof,
he had to act. Waltheof was executed in 1076. Wth himended WIlianms dream
of an England ruled jointly by English and Norman. |t was to take 300 years for
bot h Northmen and English to both call thenmsel ves Englishnen.

WIlliamthe Bastard ensured that his daughter never again lived as a free wonan
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She died | ocked in a nunnery cell

Styr was the grandfather of two sons, Eadwulf Earl of Bernicia, and Gospatric,
he of the Wit. Gospatric too was involved in a |ate Northunbrian feud. He
fell foul of Tostig, King Harold Il"'s traitorous brother, and was nurdered.
Harol d was to crush the unhappy rule of Tostig as Earl of Nor thunbria, which
indirectly led to Stanford Bridge and Hasti ngs.

But Sige also had a daughter by her second husband, Sigfrida, nother of a
Bernician Earl. That Earl's cousin Cospatric, ousted from English Northunbria,
hel d Northumbria North of the Tweed (the Lothians) for the King of Scots against
Wl liam The Bastard. As such his issue were to marry into the Scots Roya
Famly. And the royal family of Bernicia married directly into the Scots and
later British royal famlies when Waltheof's daughter Matilda married David |I.

Here endeth the Whinmsy of Styr. An Enjoynent. Much is left to be researched,
and rmuch can not be discovered. It is all based on two ; f e
pages in an anonynous letter witten by a cleric for
whom t he subject matter was alnost totally irrel evant
For that anonynous cleric, an aside, in fact. A

whi msy.
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Sources :

1 - Anglo Saxon England, Stenton, OUP quoting Symeonis Mon

2 - Bl oodfeud, Fletcher.

3. Durham Anonynous. Corpus Christi College, Cam.

PS - And as Storr/Stor in ON neans large, so Stor in OE nmeans strong and vi ol ent
as in thunder. It's synonym Styr in OE (neaning of the noise, shout, of the
storm was pronounced the same way. And still survives as a related verb in
stirring up, action, notion, excite (of the mnd), with the basic el enental
forces of the wind, storm and thunder.

Stor and Styr are both synonynous and cognate.

A Postscript :

This burst of historical research, this Romance, this "whinsy", is of a Storey
| ong | ong ago.

It was begun by ny taking note of the first nention of a Story in "Storeys of
ad". If the bloke was historical, that history could be found!

It is aromantic tale. The very best.

This was a man who toyed with and used Kings. Anong themthe nost fanous in our
Hi story.

ad Stor/Styr, a lifelong Loyalist of Aethelred the Unraed (Unready), apparently
al so reconciled hinmself to King Canute after the slaying of his son-in-Ilaw
Uhtred and after Aethelred' s death. There is no nention of his violent death
in the Bl oodfeud he had instigated. He obviously reconciled hinmself to Canute
bef ore Canute's man Thurbrand could nmove. But although Styr evidently died a
great noble, with lands in Deira, Bernicia, and Cunbria, his children by his
daught er's husband, the Earl/King he had contracted to start the Bl oodfeud, was
sucked into it for generations.

A man for his Tinmes !

"Not hing matters very much;
and very few things matter at all"
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